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Powerful Veterans Day Tribute
Traditions In The Making

   Veterans Day is a day when we thank those 
who have served in the military and those who 
sacrificed their lives for us. On Friday, Novem-
ber 11th, Cadet Major Raquel Cerda and Cadet 
Command Sergeant Major Giselle Gonzalez rec-
ognized the veterans that were in the audience by 
asking them to stand up and to accept an Amer-
ican Flag from some of the JROTC cadets, and 
also introduced the following schools that con-
tributed to the program:

Reported by Maria Madrano

 * Carrillo Elementary School  sang “God 
Bless the USA”
 * Palo Alto Elementary Ram cheerleaders
performed a dance
 * Benavidez Elementary sang “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag”
 * The Hutchins Elementary Choir and the 
Vikings Dance Team performed “We are the 
world” in their performance piece titled 
“Viking Children Love our Veterans”
 * Madla Elementary sang “America”
 * Athens Elementary 4th Grade choir 
performed G.I. Jive
 * Five Palms Elementary sang an original 
composition called “Veterans Rock”
 * Armstrong Elementary sang “We Are One”
 * Kindred Tiger cheerleaders and prep squad 
danced and cheered to “Top Gun”
 * Price Elementary presented us with “The 
Ballad of the Green Berets”
 * Shepard Middle School did a poetry reading, 
directed by Jose DeHoyos
 * Kazen Middle School performed a musical 
to the songs “Stand By You” and “One Call 
Away”
 * Robert C. Zamora Middle School advanced 
theater students paid tribute to our veterans 
with a dramatic reading titled “Daddy’s Poem”
 * South San Cheerleaders performed a cheer 
routine
 * South San Dancin’ Cats performed a piece 
called Every Minute Counts
 * The South San Drama Team performed 
“Brotherhood Thanks” written by Cristobal 
Peck
   The event ended with Julian Sotello and Ralph 
Hernandez from the South San band saluting 
fallen soldiers with “taps”.
   The Veterans Day performances brought smiles 
and tears to us and reminded us of the heroic 
sacrifices of those who have served or are serv-
ing in the military.



“Sorta scared, because he makes racist 
comments towards blacks, the Muslims, and-

Mexicans.” - Elizabeth Torres

Election Reactions

“To be honest, America is gonna be a scary 
place.” - Celeste Echeverria

“I honestly don’t really mind it.” - Tiffany 
Cabrera 

“I’m kind of disappointed, but there’s always 
room for new chances.” - Lluvia Mancha

From the Armed 
Forces to the 
Classroom 

Reported by Lizette Nava & 
Yvonne Marroquin

   “No matter how hard a woman tries to work 
in a man’s world, some men are not going to be 
accepting,” said Ms. Karla Tinsley. Ms. Tinsley 
joined the Army in 1993 and was active for six 
years, then was six years reserved. She decided 
to join because she wanted to pay for her col-
lege education. Her parents were not happy with 
her decision because they were a very traditional 
couple.They wanted their daughter to leave be-
cause she was getting married, not because she 
was going to serve. Ms. Tinsley was the first girl 
to leave her home without having a husband, the 
first to go to college and was the first to join the 
armed forces. She continues to still be the only 
woman in her family to be involved in the mili-
tary. While a medical personnel in the Army, she 
was deployed alongside men and, only two oth-
er women. She quickly learned that despite all 
the progress women have made over time, they 
were still not treated equally. While active, she 
was stationed in Oklahoma, Germany, and Bos-
nia. While in the reserves, she was stationed at 
Fort Sam right here in San Antonio. After those 
twelve years, she grew tired of the medical field 
and decided to teach. Ms. Tinsley now teaches 
Spanish and is an example of a strong woman.
   Mr. Richard Warring has not always been a 
government and economics teacher; he was in 
the Army for over twenty years. He joined in 
1983, and was stationed twice in Germany be-
fore ending up in Texas. His mother was against 
him joining the army, as most mothers are. While 
serving, he learned Russian and retired with the 
title Master Sargent. He decided to teach because 
he thought it would be something he could do, 
and he was correct. He continues to teach at our 
school and is liked by many students.
   “You get the behavior you reward,” said Mr. 
John Olmstead. Unlike our other teachers, Mr. 
Olmstead was drafted into the Army in 1972. He 
later joined voluntarily in 1978. His parents were 
concerned when he was first drafted but were 
happier the second time around, due to their son 
going in as a Commission Officer. Mr. Olmstead 
has learned many things and been to many plac-
es while in the military. He was an observer and 
noticed that others’ behavior changed to that 
which was being praised. He has been stationed 
in Georgia, Belgium, Dallas, San Antonio and 
twice in Korea. While serving, Mr. Olmstead 
was involved in civilian business that allowed 
him to substitute teach. This is when he realized 
that he wanted to become a teacher. He retired 
in 1994 and with one more year of school and 
student teaching, Mr. Olmstead did just that.
   “I learned how to work and take care of people 
and my troops,” said Mr. Alfredo Retana. Mr. Re-
tana is a new teacher here at our school. He was 
not in the Army, but in the Air Force. He joined 
in 2008 with a supportive, yet scared, mother 
and proud father behind him. He joined because 
he wanted to have direct impact and he knew the 
military was one way to do it. Mr. Retana was 
deployed in 2009 to Kuwait then to Iraq in 2011. 
He intended to serve for twenty years then teach, 
but teaching called early. He left the Air Force as 
a Captain and became an English teacher. While 
in the Air Force, he learned how to work with 
and take care of others. This is still seen as he 
teaches. He decided to become a teacher because 
he likes working with kids. 

“It was an entertaining election. I like how 
Trump kept it real.” - Autumn Behee

Ms. Karla Tinsley

Mr. John Olmstead

Mr. Alfredo Retana

Mr. Richard Warring



Football Finale
Reported by Desiree Mendez

   Although the varsity football team finished 
with no wins, the season still had plenty of 
positives. During the season the team bonded 
closely, fought through adversity, and remained 
a unit that played hard on every down. Coach 
Kretz thought the boys looked sharp in the sea-
son-ender, he was excited and hoping to win.   
Adrian thought, “not the best feeling I miss it 
already, dearly. It went by in a blink of an eye.” 
Adrian felt that football was a loving grind. Day 
in and day out, he loved everything about it. 
And, he is going to miss everyday of it. Every-
day at practice Coach Kretz told them to ‘strive 
for perfection and always to do your best, and 
to play for each other’. Adrian liked everything 
about football: the hitting, drills, and practice.   
He played football because not everyone can and 
he loved the sport. Coach Kretz thought the best 
part of the season was every game, every player 
made a spectacular play. Adrian thought the best 
part was just going out there on Friday nights 
and playing the sport he dearly loved with his 
brothers.

Head Coach Kretz believed in his varsity team 
every single game of the season.

Girls’ Soccer: Playoff 
Bound

Reported by Roberto Gonzalez Najar

   Coach Reyna seems very enthusiastic and op-
timistic about the 2017 season. Coach Reyna 
has many goals for this upcoming season but his 
main goal is to give the girls the chance to make 
the playoffs and to become a family during the 
season. The team has ten returning varsity play-
ers; two of them being first team all district and 
two second team all district players with four 
current players with college offers. The team has 
very talented players, but Coach Reyna says we 
should look out for Lesly Davila this season. Les-
ly is a sophomore and was last year’s newcomer 
of the year. Coach Reyna believes his team has 
many strengths, but he believes unity is the big-
gest one. “My players believe their team is more 
important than themselves so I have been able to 
get my players to understand to put their team-
mates before themselves”.

Girls’ Basketball 
Advancer

Reported by Angelina Coronado
   The Lady Bobcats have taken to the court. Ex-
hibition season is now on its way. The season 
opener was against McCollum High School and 
we took the win. So far the Lady Bobcats are un-
defeated and are ready for a great season. Coach 
Algeria is optimistic about the girls’ chances. 
“I’m very excited to be apart of this basketball 
and I hope to work with the girls and get mmore 
wins [these upcoming] games,” Coach Algeria 
commented. The varsity girls are hyped for the 
season and are ready to dominate teams while 
having an amazing time doing so. Yasmine An-
drade optimisitcially said, “This is my last year 
as a varsity Lady Bobcat and I want this year to 

be amazing and special. I want it to be one of the 
best ones yet!” 
   The Lady Bobcats are ready to round up all 
of their games and be the #1 team. The girls are 
working hard and hustling during the practices. 
The coaches are pushing them to be the best they 
can. Let’s show our support for our 2016-2017 
Lady Bobcats on November 22, 2016, here at the 
Athletic Center! 

Mighty Bobcat Band 
Appreciation

Reported by Raeanne Ramirez
   One of the most under appreciated organiza-
tions at our school is the Mighty Bobcat Band. 
They always get straight 1’s at UIL Competi-
tions, and they never fail to amaze the crowd. 
They were also the smallest 6A band ever to 
make it to Area. 
   Their award winning show “One Voice” was 
showcased one last time at the football game 
against Southwest, and it was an emotional one 
because  it was the final halftime performance 
for the seniors.   “Sadly, the seniors won’t be 
with us in band after this year. They’re the ones 
who hype us up all the time and motivate us to 
be better and perform better, they’ll be missed 
dearly,” says junior saxophone Andres Meza. 
   Former senior saxophone Jimmy Martinez ex-
presses his love for the band by praising how well 
they did at their competitions. “Although I’m no 
longer in it, I still love band. Their show this year 
was amazing, and I’m extremely proud of them 
because of how they did at their competitions.” 
    As junior trumpet Erika Rodriguez puts it “Well 
I love band, it’s a lot of hard work but at the end of 
the day it’s worth it because we have fun and we 
get praised. Our awards proved our hard work.” 
     A lot of people love and enjoy band because 
of the friendships they have made, and the de-
velopment of their skills put forth on the music 
they play. 
   “I love band. It’s so fun. You get to meet peo-
ple who honestly you never thought you would 
meet. It makes me happy, I like spending time 
with my section and just hearing the music that 
we are playing,” said junior Paola Galvan, who 
plays vibes in the front ensemble.

Early College News 
Comin’ At You!

Reported by Jackie Ibarra

   Our Early College Program is not only “in-
spiring minds” and “securing futures” but it’s 
also helping out community. Although it’s only 
in it’s second year,  the Early College Academy 
started off with a bang. Just last month 14 ear-
ly college students wererecognized for having 
Honors, which was a GPA of 3.0-3.9 in their col-
lege classes, and 34 Early College students got 
honored with Presidential Honors, which was 
having a GPA of 4.0 in their college classes.

The excitement doesn’t stop there, coming up 
for our early college students on November 18th,  
the Early College Program is partnering up with 
a nonprofit organization called, “Building A Pur-
pose.” This is a volunteer opportunity for early 
college sophomores to get out and experience 
mentoring. On November 19th Mr. Carrisalez, 
early college world geography teacher, is bring-
ing a mobile food truck to campus every third 
Saturday of the month. Mobile Mercado is a 
chance for the community to get fresh foods and 
our kids will be there to lend a helping hand. 
Also early college freshmen will be starting 
their first college semester in January and their 
college orientation will be on January 9th. The 
sophomores will be starting their third semester 
of college classes in January as well.
    Even though our early program is still in it’s 
early phases,  it is blossoming into something 
very successful, despite the challenges it’s faced. 
Although the early college program is still young, 
its potential is growing and what they have ac-
complished is outstanding. We see big athings 
coming up for our Early College’s future. 

Served Up Success
Reported by Kamalani Lauer

   Volleyball season was a success. Coach Wells 
felt the varsity girls gave 100 percent effort, 
she can tell that they played their best and they 
turned into a coachable team. A couple of the 
best players were Gabby Soto and Deliah Lugo. 
Coach Wells said they are the biggest influences 
because they could do more than what coach as-
signed them to.
   After the last game she told the girls that they 
did good. 26-24 isn’t the worst score they could 
possible do. She said they could try harder on go-
ing back, passing and serving. Before that same 
game, Coach Wells told the girls to do their best 
and prove what they are worked for.
   Everyday at practice, she told them to give 
100% effort and encourage yourself and each 
others to do their best and to strive to challenge 
yourself. Overall the whole season, she thought 
they did good and there is a lot of improvement.    
The best part was when they got medals at the 
San Marcus Invitational and for her to see the 
team improve and grow overall.

Coach Wells was very proud of her volleyball 
team after this season.

Early College mentoring took place earlier this 
week in the auditorium.

 Mr. Morales, Mr. Peters, and 
Mr. Sanchez show off a recent award.



Fall Festival
Reported by Oscar Acevedo

   Our organizations and clubs had a good turnout 
of people at the annual Fall Festival. There were 
many different activities. The Science Club had 
pie in the face. The Spanish Club had chamoy 
gummy worms. The Senior Class had mini golf 
and corn in a cup. The wim team had goldfish-
es in their “Dunk the Ball in a Fishbowl” booth. 
Robotics did a robot licensing booth. Nation-
al Honor Society had a Coney Island Strange 
Sights-style booth. Culinary had chocolate chip 
cookies. Interact Club sold hot dogs, pickles and 
honey buns. Student Council had a mangonada 
booth. The fall festival was a place for students 
to enjoy themselves and for clubs to raise money.

Mrs. Perez and the Student Council 
with a tasty treat.

Watch Out Mr Sorola!

National Honor Society featured 
“A Man-Eating Lizard” exhibition.

Robotics showed off their latest creation.

Powder Puff 2016
Seniors Win in Overtime



Thanksgiving 
Cake Recipe

Reported by Maria Madrano
Pineapple Upside-Down Cake!

  Ingredients:
 * ¼ cup of butter or margarine
 * 1 cup packed brown sugar
 * 1 can (20 oz) pineapple slices in juice, drained,  
juice reserved
 * 1 jar (6 oz) maraschino cherries without  
stems, drained
 * 1 box of Betty Crocker yellow cake mix
 (Vegetable oil and eggs needed for cake mix)
 
 Directions:
  1. Heat oven to 350 F. in 13x9-inch pan, melt 
butter in oven. Sprinkle brown sugar evenly over 
butter. Arrange pineapple slices on brown sugar 
and place a cherry in the center of each pineap-
ple slice, and arrange remaining cherries around 
slices; press gently into brown sugar.
  2. Add enough water to reserved pineapple juice 
to measure 1 cup. Make cake batter as directed 
on the box, substituting pineapple juice for the 
water. Pour batter over pineapple and cherries.
  3. Bake for 42 to 48 minutes or until toothpick 
inserted in center comes out clean. Immediately 
run knife around side of pan to loosen the cake. 
Place a heatproof serving plate upside down 
onto pan; turn plates and pan over. Leave the pan 
over cake for 5 minutes so the brown sugar can 
drizzle over the cake; remove pan. Let it cool for 
30 minutes; serve it warm or cool. Store covered 
in refrigerator.

Cyrano De 
Burgershack

Reported by Destiny Avelar
   Attention students of South San High School! 
Theatre is putting on a show for us! Cyrano De 
BurgerShack is coming soon on December first 
and second at 7:00 PM in the SSASID Auditori-
um. Admission is $5.00 and children under three 
get in free.  
   The live play is about Cyrano and he is the king 
of the local Burger Shack, but he can’t seem to 
win the love of his best friend, Roxanne. When 
Roxanne confesses her crush on the new burg-
er-flipper, Christian, Cyrano decides that play-
ing Cupid is better than sitting out of the game. 
An updated, modern-day version of Edmond 
Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac, these rollicking 
musical features hit contemporary pop songs 
that will have audiences cheering.

 -“We Got The Beat” as made famous by The Go-
Go’s
 -“My Prerogative” as made famous by Bobby 
Brown/ Britney Spears
 -“Lost In Your Eyes/ Eternal Flame/ Crazy For 
You” as made famous by Debbie Gibson/ The 
Bangles/ Madonna
 -“All Star” as made famous by Smash Mouth
 -“Just The Way You Are” as made famous by 
Bruno Mars
 -“Firework” as made famous by Katy Perry
 -“Make You Feel My Love” as made famous by 
Adele/ Bob Dylan/ Billy Joel
 -“My Stupid Mouth” as made famous by John 
Mayer
 -“I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles)” as made famous 
by The Proclaimers
  
   These and many more popular songs will ap-
pear in this new interpretation of Cyrano de 
Bergerac!

College Acceptances
Reported by Jada Gonzalez

   As seniors move through their senior year we 
noticed that a lot of them deserve praise for all 
of their college acceptances. Right now the total 
raised in scholarships is more than $50,000 and 
it is not even the second semester yet. Let’s all 
give our seniors a round of “appaws” for their 
acceptances into universities and scholarships. If 
you see these senior around please make sure to 
congratulate them. GO BOBCATS!

Aguilar, Marissa          University of Houston 
Alvarado, Cassandra   United States Navy
Alvarado, Jessica     University of the Incarnate                

Word   
                                       Texas A&M University-
                                       Corpus Christi
Arredondo, Audrey     University of Houston-
                                       Victoria
                                      Texas State University
Avila, Jacob          United States Marine Corps-
Blanco, Raeanne       Texas A&M University at                                

Galveston
Cantu, Frances           South Texas College
Casillas, Renteria Ana     University of Louis      
ville
Castillo, Mildre  University of Houston
   University of North Texas
Esquivel, Cristina    University of the Incarnate         
Word
Fiala, Johanna       Houston Community          
College
Gonzales, Juliana    Texas Woman’s University
                             Texas A&M University-   
Corpus Christi
Gonzalez, Victor     University of Houston
Gonzalez, Jada    Texas State University
                           University of Houston
                           Texas A&M University-
                                      College Station
                                      Angelo State University
Guerrero, Ethan           University of Texas at 
                                     Arlington

Gutierrez, Richard       Concordia University
Ibarra, Enid                   University of Mary
                                           Hardin-Baylor 
Juarez, Luciano              University of Houston
Macias, Alyssa     Texas Tech University
            Texas Lutheran University
Magallanes, Jaime        University of the 
                                           Incarnate Word 
Magallanez, Zachery    University of Houston
                          Texas A&M University-
                                      College Station
Martinez, Jordan          University of Houston
Martinez, Jimmy      Baylor University
            Texas Lutheran University
Martinez, Ashlyn    University of Houston
                            University of the
                                        Incarnate Word
McGraw, Chloe           Texas A&M University-
                                        San Antonio
Montelongo, Carol     University of Houston
Nava, Lizette           Texas Lutheran University
Ortiz, Gloria      Baylor University
Porter, Kelly    Texas A&M University
                                      University of Texas at             
Austin
Ramos, Ariyah              University of Houston-
                                        Victoria
                                       University of the
                                           Incarnate Word
            Texas Woman’s University
Ricondo, Andrea     Texas State University
                           Texas A&M University-
                                        Kingsville
Rios, Giselle      Del Mar College
Rodriguez, Ayla          Texas A&M University-                    
San Antonio
Sanchez, Dalina    Abilene Christian University
Trujillo, Deanna   Northern Arizona University
Ureno, Ruben       University of Texas at Austin
Velasquez, Denise         Texas A&M University-       
Kingsville


